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I drove back to Jerusalem with Glubb. I was sad
because I must return to England, and this was our last
journey together. We talked of the future.

" International law," he said, " is by its very name
defeated. Yet apart from a few intellectuals in America
what signs are there of even the beginnings of a willing-
ness in people to abandon nationalism for a World
State ? The very men who told us for twenty-five years
about the mistakes of Versailles are now engaged in
making exactly the same mistakes. Unless we get a
World State there will be a catastrophic war/'

We stopped at the frontier post by the Jordan bridge.
I delayed him because I was a civilian.

" We only read the peak periods in history," he said
when I came back to the car. "If we could read
seventh-century dog-Latin, I believe it would teach us
that the whole of mankind was not wretched after the
fall of Rome. In the same way, this war has brought
misery to millions, but to other millions it has brought
no change, and to some it has even brought an increase
in prosperity.

" If mankind fails to adapt in time to the atomic age,
there will be war, but perhaps the cataclysm will not be
so terrible as we suppose. Streets and cities will be
destroyed. But probably an Arcadian kind of existence
will survive. We've been led to believe that it was just
a romantic poet's fiction to suppose the Arcadian Efe
was pleasant. I believe that it's more likely that an
Arcadian existence would be just as lovely as the poets
make out/'